
YES on Article 13 
Oppose Artificial Turf
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Presentation to Town Meeting May 2017
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● Grass is the preferred playing surface
● grass provides extended use
● Grass costs less
● artificial turf is not regulated
● extreme heat
● envirofill risks
● grass is safer
● Turf Burns and mSRA risks
● Environmental concerns
● drinking water supply risk
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What do Pros Prefer?

“I think most players prefer grass.  
If you could play on a good grass surface, that’s always, 

I think, a little more fun for the players. But I don’t 
know, maybe one day you guys can ask (Patriots owner 
Robert) Kraft to put grass back in here for us players.” 

– Tom Brady, New England Patriots Quarterback,  Nov 2016 NESN
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What do Colleges Prefer?

"It will be 130 degress on that turf Saturday.  I 
like grass. If I could practice on that grass 

every day, that's what I would want” 
– Hugh Freeze, Ole Miss Head Coach, August 2015, Rebels247sports
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What do High Schools Prefer?

“I wouldn’t trade it for anything, 
I love being a great grass team.”

– Jackie Loiseau, Captain Shrewsbury Field Hockey, August 2015, Boston Globe
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What do the Consultants Say?

“Though everyone agrees that a natural turf field in 
“pristine” condition is the best and safest playing 

surface, synthetic turf however is preferable to an 
under maintained, or frozen natural turf field.“

-Gale Associates, Shrewsbury High School Athletic Campus Evaluation and Feasibility Study, June 2015

VS.
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Natural Grass: Poor Condition

“The turf is in fair to poor condition” 
- Gale Associates, Shrewsbury High School Athletic Campus Evaluation and Feasibility Study Shrewsbury, MA June 2015

“We’re not even reaching 100 events per year…”
- SHS Athletic Director, School Committee Meeting 10/19/16

“...Industry standards call for complete rip out and 
replace with new sod every five years 

[approximately $100,000-$110,000]. This has not been 
done at SHS in the last 14 years since its opening due 

to financial limitations…”
- School Committee Presentation 11/09/16
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Vision for the Future - Two Artificial Turf Fields

“The Committee voted unanimously to support the 
three priorities...”
- Minutes, School Committee Meeting 06/15/16

Priority 1: Stadium Field:
$800,000
$400,000 / decade
720 events / year

Priority 2: Field Hockey / 
Lacrosse Field:
$800,000
$400,000 / decade
720 events / year

Total for both turf fields:
$1.6 Million
$800,000 / decade
1440 events / year
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Natural Grass: Well-Maintained

“...a well drained and well maintained 
natural grass field which can only 
really give you 300 uses per year...” 

- Gale Associates, School Committee Meeting 10/19/16
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A Better Vision? - Two Natural Grass Fields

Max Artificial Turf events      = 720
Max est. Rental events avail. = 440 (1,100 / 2.5 hr)
MAX EST. SHS events                     = 280 (720 - 440)

*Note: 1,100 Available Rental hours referenced in Pro-forma Rental Plan, School Committee Meeting 11/09/16

Priority 1: Stadium Field:
300 events / year

Priority 2: Field Hockey / 
Lacrosse Field:
300 events / year

Total for both turf fields:
600 events / year
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Natural Grass: Is it Possible?

“The regional high 
school committee 

formally agreed this 
week to change tack 
and pursue a plan to 
upgrade the playing 
fields using natural 
grass… A plan by the 

group MV@Play, which 
involved a three-phase 

project to revamp 
fields using artificial 

turf, has been 
postponed 

indefinitely.” 
- Martha’s Vineyard Gazette 05/13/17
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Natural Grass: Costs Less

“... a natural grass soil-based field 
is the most cost effective...”

 “... an Australian government agency, found that 
the 25-year and 50-year life cycle costs for 

synthetic turf are about 2.5 times as large as 
those for natural grass.”

- Massachusetts Toxic Use Reduction Institute, Fact Sheet June 2016
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Artificial Turf: Replacements

carpets expected to last 10-14 years 
 

warranty is 8 years
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Artificial Turf: Not Regulated

 “They have not found levels of concern, but that 
doesn’t mean it is the same as saying it is totally safe.”

– Gina McCarthy, EPA Administrator

“...  these materials are likely to contain fewer 
hazardous chemicals than crumb rubber infill 

made from recycled tires, but the 
materials have not been well characterized or 

studied thoroughly.”
- Massachusetts Toxic Use Reduction Institute, Fact Sheet June 2016
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Artificial Turf: Extreme Heat

“...  Measurements taken by sports managers at 
Brigham Young University found that the surface

temperature of synthetic turf was 37 degrees 
higher than asphalt and 86.5 degrees hotter than 

natural turf.”
- Massachusetts Toxic Use Reduction Institute, Fact Sheet June 2016
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Envirofill: Plastic coated Silica Sand
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Artificial Turf: Fine Print
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Artificial Turf: Safety

● Plastic Carpet on Rocks. 

● Much Harder on the Bodies of Athletes.

● Playing on aging carpets and compacted 
infill is dangerous. 
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Good Bacteria / Bad Bacteria

● Natural grass contains helpful bacteria 
which naturally sanitize. 

● Artificial turf lacks these natural 
cleansers, leaving the job of sanitation to 
man-made cleansers. 

● Because artificial turf does not have 
beneficial bacteria, harmful bacteria do 
not have competition, allowing them to 
multiply to dangerous levels, creating an 
increased opportunity for dangerous 
infection.
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Artificial Turf: Turf Burns

MYTH: 
Artificial turf minimizes injuries from skids and falls. 

FACT: 
Carpet and infill GIVE players turf burns that can 

open the way for infection.
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Artificial Turf: MRSA Risk

Synthetic turf maintenance guides 
recommend 

treating artificial fields with bleach 
to minimize the elevated risk of MRSA
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Envirofill: Without Microban

“Coupled with Envirofill's exclusive partnership with 
Microban®, the global leader in antimicrobial product 
protection, the 16-year warranty means that players, 
coaches, and families can rest easy knowing that their 
turf infill will endure and is protected from harmful 

bacteria, mold, and mildew."”
- USGreentech, Press Release, May 2011
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Artificial Turf: Environmental Impact

● NEEDS WATER. Plastic grass needs to be cleaned 
periodically with water (and chemicals). And water is 
needed to cool it down.

● WASTE. A typical synthetic field consists of about 600,000 
pounds of material.  Upon removal, 90% of these fields are 
sent to the landfill.   

● GLOBAL WARMING. Production of artificial grass is 
associated with significant greenhouse gas emissions. (And 
after it's installed, artificial turf continues to off-gas 
chemicals.)

● POLLUTION. Runoff from artificial turf can carry 
pollutants into surface water and groundwater. Living 
landscapes with healthy soils slow, spread and sink 
stormwater, doing a better job of absorbing and retaining 
water and filtering and breaking down pollutants
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Artificial Turf: Drinking Water Supply Risk
“A study by the Connecticut 

Department of Environmental 
Protection identified 

concerns related to a number 
of chemicals in stormwater 
runoff from artificial turf 

fields. “
- Mass Toxic Use Reduction Institute, Fact Sheet June 2016

“Note that an MSDS sheet does 
NOT disclose all chemicals 

used in the product. To
obtain complete disclosure, 

ask manufacturers to list all 
components in

writing.”
- Mount Sinai Children's Environmental Health Center

Artificial Turf: A Health-Based Consumer Guide February 2016
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Artificial Turf: Future Liability / Risk
Martha’s Vineyard’s Change of Course

Assessment of Risk

 


